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Correspondence Text 

Mule rides into the Canyon are part of its history and also attract folks to "experience" the Canyon. I would 

encourage you to look for ways to maximize animal travel into the Canyon for folks. Continue 1/2 day and 

day rides into the Canyon where citizens and visitors can experience its wonderment. Perhaps the Kaibab is 

open to mule travel only and hikers use alternate routes. 
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I understand that stock use has a historical position in the Grand Canyon and that stock animals are used to 

transport necessities to/from Phantom Ranch. 

The elective stock use by tourists has increased over the years to a point that hiking the corridor trails is akin 

to walking around is a barn stall. You should hike down these trails unannounced one day and see(smell)for 

yourself. 

The current concessionaire, XANTERRA, reaps the vast majority of the reward from the fees collected from 

mule riders (and additionally from Phantom cabin rentals that are held aside for special use only by Xanterra 

customers), but the park service, and, thus, me, the taxpayer, ends up subsidizing this private enterprise. 

Xanterra obviously has plenty of money, as is evidenced by their cash purchase of the Grand Canyon 

Railway. 



I don't see why Xanterra cannot pay for 98% the maintenance for the trails they use. After all, a horse & rider 

puts about 1000 pounds-per-square inch of knife-edged pressure on the trail, whereas a hiker puts about 20 

pounds-per-square-inch of rubber-soled pressure on the trails. It has already been established that the park 

service cannot even come close to keeping up with the damage that the mules do to the trails. The horse & 

rider also adds uncountable piles and pools of excrement to the trail - not the kind of legacy you should shoot 

for. 

I would suggest that elective mule trips be discontinued from trails that DESCEND into the Canyon for the 

health of the trails and the people who hike them; after all, your first charge is to PROTECT the Canyon. 
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I am sad to read about the possibility of cutting back on the mule rides down to the canyon floor. Cost of 

maintenance is certainly a factor, but limiting the accessibility of the canyon for non-hikers is my concern. 

I am a long-time Flagstaff resident and a horseback rider. Many hikers have no idea how to act around mules 

and need to be educated before they are allowed to hike on the same trails. This should eliminate a lot of 

complaints as well as making the trails safer. 

Some hikers feel they are entitled because they CAN hike the canyon. But why should they be the only ones 

to enjoy going down to the river. 

I know you can't please everyone, but please keep as many rides down to the canyon floor as possible for 

those of us who can't hike it. 
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Howdy, 

A few questions, 

What concessions are hikers going to make. 

What do hikers pay towards trail upkeep. 

Are you going to limit the number of hikers per day. 

Just wondering. 


































































































































































































































































































